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Bat even when there is not this open and shameless
disavowal of religion, few traces of it are to be found.
Improving in almost every other branch of know-
ledge, we have become less and less acquainted with
Christianity.    The preceding chapters have pointed
out, among those who believe themselves to be ortho-
dox Christians, a deplorable ignorance of the religion
they profess, an utter forgetfulness of the peculiar
doctrines by which it is characterized, a disposition
to regard it as a mere system of ethics, and, what
might seem an inconsistency, at the same time a most
inadequate idea of the nature and strictness of its
practical principles.     This declension of Christianity
Christianity into a mere system of ethics, reduced to
may partly be accounted for, (as has been <**y*ten °f
lately   suggested,)   by  considering   what ea^^n
Christianity is, and in what circumstances assigned
she has been placed in this country.    But ****<* ^
it has also been considerably promoted by ^r^edin
one peculiar cause,  on which, for many producing
reasons, it may not be improper to dwell ^s ^fa*-
a little more particularly.
Christianity in its best days (for the credit of our
representations we wish this to be remembered by all
who object to our statement as austere and contract-
ed) was such as it has been delineated in the present
work. This was the religion of the most eminent
reformers, of those bright ornaments of our country
who suffered martyrdom under queen Mary; of their
successors in the times of Elizabeth; in short, of all
the pillars of our Protcstaut church : of many of its
highest dignitaries; of Davenant, of Jewell, of Hall,
of Reynolds, of Beveridge, of Hooker, of Andrewes, of
Smith, of Leighton, of Usher, of Hopkins^ of Bax-
ter \ and of many others of scarcely inferior note.
« I must hero exyress my unfeigned and high respect for this
great man, who with his brotfiren was so shamefully ejected from
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